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It doesn’t matter what context I have worshipped in, whether formal or informal, whether 
contemporary or traditional (and I’ve experienced them all), when it comes to Holy Week, 
my life has been richly blessed by the variety of services on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday, no matter what the style. 
 
These two services can be incredible downers—our Maundy Thursday service ends with a 
stripping of the altar that symbolizes the rejection and desolation Jesus must have felt, and 
Good Friday concludes with the tolling of the church bell 33 times, once for each year of 
Jesus’ earthly life and ministry.  How can we re-enter the world after Jesus’ suffering and 
death, experienced so powerfully in those services?   But, that’s the point, isn’t it?  Jesus’ 
disciples finally got the message at the cross—they finally understood what their master had 
been trying to tell them—remember me, my days are numbered, people will reject me, etc. 
 
Their understanding was incomplete, though.  They understood a bit more on the following 
Sunday when they discovered the empty tomb, and encountered the risen Lord.  And it may 
not have been until Pentecost that they truly understood the whole picture. 
 
Pentecost—the proclamation of Jesus’ message to the entire world—is impossible without 
Easter, and Easter is impossible without Jesus’ agony and death.  It is the same for us, I 
think.  We must die and be reborn to live the new, Christian life.  It’s hard to die, really hard 
to die to the world, to leave behind the familiar and the comfortable for that ‘new life in 
Christ.’ 
 
That’s what Maundy Thursday and Good Friday are all about.  If we hope to participate in 
the resurrection of Easter, we must go through the pains that precede. 
 
I hope you will join us for our Holy Week services.  Bring someone with you.  These wor-
ship services are one way in which we, as Christians, can tell our story to the world. 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
each Thursday at  

6:30 a.m. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
April 13, 2006 
April 20, 2006 

Financial Stewardship 
Needed each week: 

$4,649.88 
Needed to date: (as of April 2nd) 

$65,098.32 
Received to date: 

$57,566.90 
Shortfall: 

-$7,531.42 
 

Attendance  
Sunday School 

   Mar 26 64    
   Apr 02     64    

Worship                                 
Mar 26    139                          
Apr 02    121   

Join a fellowship of Christians 
As we celebrate the events of Holy Week 

In Worship at First United Methodist Church 
  

 Maundy Thursday, April 13 
6:00 p.m.  “Disciples Share a Meal.”  Supper together in Fellowship Hall begins our 

observance of Jesus’ final evening of anguish and betrayal.  All are welcome 
to share this sacred meal.  Join us for the meal, or join us for the service at 
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

7:00 p.m.  “O Come and Mourn With Me Awhile.”  In the Sanctuary, we celebrate Je-
sus’ Last Supper, concluding with the dramatic stripping of the altar, sym-
bolic of preparations for the Crucifixion. 

 Good Friday, April 14 
7:00 p.m.  “I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”  In prayer, scripture and music, we celebrate 

a Service of Tenebrae (darkness and shadows).  Candles are progressively 
extinguished as Jesus’ death on the Cross approaches. 

 Easter Sunday, April 16 
10:30 a.m.  “The Cross Transformed.”  We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with the flower-

ing of the cross, restoration of the altar, pealing of bells, and the Easter Proc-
lamation:  He Is Risen!  The Lord Is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!�
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First United Methodist Church 
203 North Canton Street 

Mexia, TX  76667 
fumcmexia@sbcglobal.net 

mexiafumcpastor@sbcglobal.net 
www.fumcmexia.org 
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Financial Stewards 
Apr 09:  Diane Burks and Ken Christian  
Apr 16:  Ken Christian and Becky Brady 
Apr 23:  Becky Brady and Vickie Beard 
Apr 30:  Vickie Beard and Frances Williams 

Monday—Friday 
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 
For Emergencies, call: 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 

903-388-9207 
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