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     ...“Consecration Sunday is Coming”... 

 

 Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not 

view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such 

congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their   

relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of 

their incomes. 
 

 Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Congregation Sunday 

Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving 

in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 

 New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver 

to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to    

receive.  Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we 

will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of       

discipleship.  New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and         

systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling 

me to give?”  During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees 

and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s ministry. 
 

 Every attendee and member who completes the Estimate of Giving Card does so     

voluntarily by attending worship on Consecration Sunday.  We urge people to attend who feel 

strongly opposed to completing a card.  The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels 

personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 

 We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards.  During morning 

worship members will make their commitments as a confidential act of worship.  We will  

encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday 

team.  Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will 

make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday 

worship. 
 

 This year our Consecration Sunday will be on Sunday, October 18th.  See you on the 

18th and thank you for your faithfulness in supporting God’s church! 

In Christ, 

Brad 
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Church-Wide Meeting This Sunday 
 

We will meet briefly after our worship service this coming Sunday to vote on a funding plan  

for our Preschool.  This plan was presented at our meeting last Thursday night but was not    

officially voted on at the meeting.  Every member of the church is a voting member of the    

Administrative Board and encouraged to attend. 

 

Message from United Methodist Women… 
 

The Parley Wiggins Circle will be meeting in the Library on October 12th at 7 p.m.  If you are 

unable to join the day circle we would love to have you join us in the evening. 
 

The Day Circle will be meeting on Monday, October 19th at 10 a.m. in the Boardroom.  The 

program will be on Native American Missions Study.  If the day time works better for you they 

would love to have you join them.  (They like going out for lunch afterwards.) 
 

 

 
Message from Pam Crider on Stephen Ministry.. 

 

New Stephen Ministry Class Underway! 

  
The new Stephen Ministry training class has begun and we 

are blessed with 5 trainees.  They are Tammy McCulloch, Starlene Yelverton, Rhonda Jarrell, 

Sandy Imes, Lois Willett and Michael Miller.  We are asking our church family to please pray 

for them as they train to become Stephen Ministers.  We ask also for continued prayer for our 

Stephen Ministers, their care receivers, our Stephen Leaders and this Stephen Ministry. 

  
There Is Still Time! 

 

 We also want to still extend an invitation one more time to anyone else that would like to join 

us.  We would even be willing to meet with you one Sunday afternoon to catch you up with the 

others!  We always need women but we really do need men.  Some have expressed concern 

with the time commitment.  I think that once you are working in the ministry it becomes such a 

blessing that time does not become an issue.  If you are still concerned about time issues or 

have questions, please give Donna or Pam a call.  
 

A Stephen Minister does not have to have special counseling skills because we are not       

counselors. We are lay caregivers (called Stephen Ministers)  that provide one-to-one Christian 

care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminally ill, separated, divorced, unemployed, relocated 

and others facing a crisis or life challenge. Stephen Ministry helps pastors and congregations 

provide quality caring ministry for as long as people need it.  Won't you step up and help? 
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MYF   Methodist Youth Fellowship News from Youth Director Jill Flatt….   
 

2009 SUMMER IN REVIEW!!  
 

What a summer!! We had an amazing summer filled with all kinds of activities.   

        

      Workdays - gardening, window cleaning, yard work 

       Swim Night at the Mexia Swimming pool                  

                        Hurricane Harbor Fun 

         Fundraisers - Bake sale and M&M’s 

          Kids attending Summer Camp at Glen Lake 

               Scavenger Hunt 

       Youth Sunday    

       Movie Nights 

 

  

  

We took a breather in September to get back into the groove with school and all its  various  

activities. We have started a captivating curriculum for both the Junior High and Senior      

High Youth groups. The Junior High youth are studying Mark Oestreicher’s “Dares from      

Jesus.”  (50 truth and dare challenges) Here is a sample - DARE the Truth: In what areas of  

your life do you struggle with choosing the road that leads to life?? We discussed the narrow 

road, the wide road, and “exit” ramps! The Senior High Youth are studying David Lynn’s 

“Talksheets.” (50 creative and serious discussions for high school) There are a variety of      

subjects that are discussed including some tough topics like suicide, Holy Spirit, parents,      

heroes, physical appearances, hypocrisy, peer pressure, premarital sex, just to name a few.  

  

October, November, and December will bring more indoor activities for our youth. There will 

be a parental meeting in October where we will be planning the next three months.   I will mail 

all the details about the upcoming meeting.   

 Don’t forget your M & M’s. If you “adopted” a bottle, don’t forget to fill it with      

quarters. We would appreciate it if you could put your name on the bottle. Thank you.  
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Message from Preschool Director Sherry Miller… 

 
Please Support the Annual First Methodist Preschool Fall Bookfair 

October 19th – October 30th 
 

Back by popular demand, we will be holding our 15th annual Bookfair at First Methodist 

Preschool.  The books will be displayed in the Preschool lunchroom in the Peyton Building 

of the church. The Preschool benefits according to the number of books purchased.  These 

are excellent quality books and age appropriate with a good selection.  Please shop early 

for Christmas! 
 

Cornucopia Lunch & Concert for Group 4 Children & Parents  
Tuesday, November 24th, 12 pm– 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 
We hope Group 4 Parents will join us for a Thanksgiving lunch on Tuesday, November 

24th at noon in the fellowship hall.  The children will share music with us at noon followed 

by lunch together.  Each child may bring 4 guests.  There will be a reservation form in the 

November newsletter. Put this date on your calendar now!  
 

Wednesday, November 4th, is Group and Individual Picture Day  
Dabbs Photography will be HERE 

 

(Mr. Dabbs is offering a yearbook poster offer – visit him at  www.yearbookposters.com to 

view the video and learn more) A sample of this “poster” is on display in the hallway.  

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship  
First United Methodist Church  

5:00 pm– 6:00 pm 

 
October  7:  Sloppy Joes, Homemade Crunchy Coleslaw, Chips &   

  Chocolate Pound Cake  
 

October 14:  Fish Fry, Potato Salad, Pinto Beans, Hush Puppies & Dessert 
 

October 21:  Taco Soup, Cheese Nachos, Chips and Salsa & Dessert  
 

October 28:  All You Can Eat Pancakes, Smokie Sausages, Fruit Salad 

&  Dessert  

 
SALAD BAR EVERY NIGHT 

 
Prepared and Served by First Methodist Preschool Staff 
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Prayer Ministry 
 Every Sunday morning we gather in the sanctuary to pray.  We pray for individuals, 

families, our church, our community, and anything else that might need to be lifted before 

God in prayer.  If you are in need of prayer and would like someone to pray with you and/or 

for you, we offer this as a time to experience God’s grace and love in prayer. 

 The first Sunday in October each person in worship will receive a 3x5 index card on 

which he or she will write his or her name.  After we have written our names on the cards, we 

will place them in a box and then draw cards as we come up for communion.  The name that 

you draw will be the name of the person you pray for during the month of October.  It is quite 

an experience to pray for others by name each day (even if we don’t know them), and it is 

meaningful to know that others are praying for us as well. 
 

Charge Conference – November 8th 
 We will have our annual Charge Conference on Sunday, November 8th at 1:00 p.m. in 

the sanctuary.  Charge Conference is the meeting where we elect leaders for next year and  

discuss what we have accomplished as a church over the past year, as well as look to the    

future and plan for new ministries.  We will have a church-wide lunch following the worship 

service, followed by our Charge Conference at 1:00 p.m.  This year is the first year for our 

new District Superintendent, Dr. Rod Miles.  Dr. Miles will be here and looks forward to 

meeting you and learning about the ministries here at FUMC Mexia. 

Caritas 
 Every Tuesday members of our church join other volunteers in the community to work 

at Caritas.  Caritas is a volunteer-led outreach in our community offering food and clothing to 

those in need.  If you would like to volunteer to help, you may work anytime between the 

hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Saturdays.  Thank you to those who have 

volunteered and helped with the ministry so far! 
 

God’s Gang 
 Our God’s Gang after-school program is off to another great start this year.  This is a 

wonderful outreach our church offers to kids in our neighborhood who need a place to belong 

after school.  At God’s Gang the kids have time to play, work on homework, and experience 

the grace of God through our loving volunteers.  If you would like to help with this program 

you may join us any Tuesday beginning at 3:45 p.m.  If you are not able to join us in a        

volunteer capacity but would like to help with the program financially, you may make a check 

to FUMC Mexia – memo: God’s Gang.  Thank you to all who support this wonderful        

program! 
 

Knit-Wits 
 Our Knit-Wits knitting group meets on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the board room of the fellowship hall.  The group gets together to knit prayer shawls, 

baby caps, hats for cancer patients going through chemo, hats for soldiers, etc.  In other 

words, this group is knitting for others in love and has given over 70 items to support and   

encourage others over the past year!  If you do not know how to knit but would like to learn 

how, join us on Tuesdays and we will teach you! 
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We would like to invite our church 

family to  

help us celebrate the  

following: 
  

  Concert of Classical Organ and Brass 

 
 

Honoring the 40th Anniversary of        

             Bob and Pam Crider 

         7 PM , Saturday, October 17, 2009 

First United Methodist Church of Mexia 
  

 Reception to follow in Fellowship Hall 
  

                Art Nutt - Brass 

           Richard Morgan - Brass 

           Wynona Lipsett - Organ 

           Kathy Paschal - Soprano 

 
New Beginnings Sunday School Class Party 
 
 The New Beginnings Sunday school class will be having a party at Clint and Jill Flatt’s 

house on Saturday, October 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  The Flatt’s will be providing the meat for the meal 

and are asking those who will be attending to bring a side dish or a dessert.  Feel free to bring 

your kids as we enjoy one another’s company. 

New Member Class 
 
I will be hosting a new member class beginning Sunday, October 11th.  This class is for anyone 

interested in becoming a member of FUMC Mexia or for those who are new to the church and 

would like to learn more about the background of the Methodist church, communion, baptism, 

our understanding of grace, salvation, etc.  We will meet in my office beginning at 9:45 

a.m.  The class will meet Sunday, October 11th, 18th, and 25th.  If you know of others 

who might benefit from this class, please pass the word on to them.  
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October Birthdays 
 

5th—Gael McKeever, 6th—Katelinn Hancock, 7th—Aileen Womack, 

8th—Brooke Anderson, 9th— Donna Williford,  11th—Glenn          

Williford, 12th—Shelby Candy, 13th—Kyle Hancock, 15th—Kellie 

Candy, Jackson Tacker, 19th—Elizabeth Withrow,  22nd—Michelda 

Brown,  28th—Julia Faye Hamilton, Lisa Paul, 29th—Jill Flatt,    

Woodrow Wilson, 30th—Marcy McFarland, Starlene Yelverton 

 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

1st—Seth & Wilma Wilson, 15th—Mike & Mary Ann Ray,                

18th—Bob & Pam Crider, 21st—Don & Sharon Beene, John & Diane 

Burks, Jack & Ina Beth Forrest 
 

 

MemorialMemorialMemorialMemorial    

    

    

        Tom Paschal—T.G. & JoAnn Temples 

 
Mack Spurlock—Bette Thetford,  Harvey & Maudene Allen, Bug & Joan Paschal, Buddy 

& Donna Williford, Joseph & Jan Masso and George & Jackie Tidwell 

 

Gelene Curry—Bug Paschal, Mr. & Mrs. T.E. Bain, Jr.,  Bette Thetford, Tad & Ima 

Burroughs, Joe & Kathy Paschal 

 
Thank You 

 

We want to thank you for all your support and prayers during 

this difficult time.   

It is truly appreciated.  Thank You 

 

              Peter Luna and Family 
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Your Church Staff 
Rev. Brad Brittain, Pastor   

Dr. Richard Morgan, Director of Music 

Wynona Lipsett, Organist 

Jill Flatt, Youth Director 

Mary Benson, Administrative Assistant/Fiscal Coordinator 

Charles Paul, Building Maintenance 

Barbara Owens, Cleaning 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. - 1:00 –4:00 p.m.  

Friday    9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Spooktacular Saturday  
October 31st  

 
 On Saturday, October 31st our 

church will be having a “Spooktacular    

Saturday”.  The day will consist of the            

following: 
 

 

9:00 a.m.  5K Fun Run/ Walk 

5:00 p.m. Dinner (Sliced Smoked Pork Loin Sandwiches, Hot dogs, etc.) 

6:00 p.m. Trunk-or-Treat / Games / Costume Contest and Best Decorated “Trunk” 

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   Outside Concert featuring Randy Ewers and band from          

  Austin 

*We are asking that everyone bring a canned good item for Caritas and dry dog or 

cat food for LARA’s House. 


