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… “Ask, Search, Knock!” 
 

 Rev. Will Bowen, pastor of Christ Church Unity in Kansas City, Mo. was fed up with his            
congregation whining and complaining.  So he asked his congregation of 250 members to refrain from  
complaining, criticizing and gossiping for three weeks.  He passed out purple rubber bracelets stamped  
with the word SPIRIT.  Bowen told his congregation that they were to switch the bracelet to their other 
wrist every time they griped or sniped.  Their goal: 21 consecutive days without moving the bracelet.      
Bowen used a quote from writer Maya Angelou: “If you don’t like something, change it.  If you can’t 
change it, change your attitude.  Don’t complain.” 
 
 I thought the bracelet idea was a good one and found out that we could receive as many bracelets as 
we wanted free of charge.  I decided to order a bunch of bracelets just for the fun of it because I believe all 
of us could use a reminder that we are blessed and need not complain as much as we do from time to time.  
However, a funny thing happened.  I placed the order for the bracelets and they never arrived!  So guess 
what I did?  I complained about not getting the “no complaint” bracelets!  Maybe that was God’s way of 
telling me that a bracelet alone does not change a person’s attitude!  A bracelet can be a reminder but real 
change has to come from within and with the help of God.  Whatever it is you are trying to change about 
your life know that God is with you and that if you sincerely ask for God’s help God will give you all you 
need to make the change and supply all your needs. 
 
 Jesus put it this way in Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 7:7-8): “Ask, and it will be given you; search, 
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”      
 
In Christ, 
Brad   
 
Message from Music Director, Richard Morgan… 
 There’s a phrase that’s been running through my head for several weeks.  It goes away, and then  
returns, making me think about it some more.  I find it influencing my planning for our worship services.    
I suspect the work of this phrase is not yet finished. 
 Well, enough about it—here it is:  Worship is a contact sport.  It’s not a spectator sport.  Think 
about how much our society has become spectator-oriented.  We watch TV, we go to movies, we go to ball 
games, we attend concerts—we sit, and watch someone else do the work of expressing, or the work of the 
game. 
 Is that how we approach worship?  I suspect we often go to a worship service to be a spectator—I 
know I’m sometimes guilty of that. 
 But God calls us to be actively involved in worship.  Think of the Psalms—how many of them  
have the phrase “praise Him with. . .?”  We can’t praise if we are passive, watching someone else.     
“Praise” is an active verb.  Is it your intention on Sunday/Wednesday to praise, or to watch someone  
do something? 
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 The word “liturgy” is an oft-criticized word, as representing a dry, formalized, lifeless observance  
of unchanging ritual.  However, at its very root, and as it was intended in the earliest Christian worship, 
“liturgy” means “the work of the people,” and at its best, that’s exactly what it is. 
 When we gather to worship, we should be ready to actively praise our Creator, Redeemer,          
Life-giving Spirit.  Let’s always be doing the work of the people of God at that time, in that place.  
  
Message from Youth Director Walt Harrison… 
 
 Have you looked around the Church lately?  We have been blessed with awesome facilities.  Next 
time you are in our sanctuary turn around and look at the stained Glass in the back.  It tells the story of    
salvation.  When I look at it for a length of time I am moved to tears because I do not deserve the Gift that 
was given to you and me.  Our church is alive with the Sprit of God.  Look around at the faces of our    
members both young and old.  You can see the love of Christ shining bright as stars on a cloudless night.    
I may be moved by looking at the glass but it is even more powerful to look at the faces of each of you    
and see how much you love one another, seems like someone said that a long time ago….. 
 The youth have enjoyed the worship on Wednesday nights.  We have a different schedule this year.  
We worship from 6 to 6:45 then we break out into small groups and reflect on worship and what is going  
on in our lives.  It’s exciting to have the worship service included in our programs.  We still have room    
for you to help with Wednesday night programs.  Please call me if you would like to plug in. 
254 472 0340 home  254 315 7817 cell 
 
Message from Preschool Director Sherry Miller… 
 

Thanksgiving Time at First Methodist Preschool—Cornucopia Feasts for Parents and Children 
 

 Thanksgiving is a time to Share!  We are having a new event this year so we can share in a          
special family gathering of our 3 oldest groups and their parents.  On Wednesday, November 21, we       
will be having Cornucopia Feasts in the Fellowship hall.  Each child and their parents will be having    
lunch together here.   There will also be some songs shared and a great fellowship time. 
 

 Annual Breakfast with Santa Coming Soon 
 

 Saturday, December 1, we will have our annual Breakfast with Santa here at the First United    
Methodist Church.  We want to tell you about this now so you can put it on your Holiday Calendar!       
This has  become a favorite family holiday event for our Preschool Families and for our friends in the    
community  and here at FUMC. 
 This year our puppet musical will stress the joy of the Christmas Season as we celebrate the birth   
of Jesus.  Breakfast will be served in the Fellowship hall from 8:30 – 10 am.  Santa will be greeting the      
children during that time.  Pancakes, sausage, juice – all you can eat – will be served.  The children may   
go visit Santa before or after their breakfast.  There will be one puppet show lasting form 9 – 9:30. 
 Please make Breakfast with Santa and the puppet musical part of your family Christmas this year. 
 
Message from Program Coordinator Charlotte Posey… 
 
 Thank you to everyone who participated in the Mystery Dinner Theater.  We raised $1,200 towards 
the purchase of a mission trailer.  In addition to the $1,200 from the dinner theater, we have an additional 
$1,300 that has been designated towards the trailer.  We have ordered the trailer!  The next step in the   
process is to stock the trailer with tools.  There will be more information coming soon regarding the        
tool drive. 
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Fifth Quarter – Friday, November 2nd 

 
On Friday, November 2nd the youth of our community will be gathering at First Baptist Church in the  
CLC for this year’s fifth quarter.  Fifth quarter will begin after the football game and will include food,  
fun, and a guest speaker on the drug awareness program in Mexia.  We need 10 to 15 adult volunteers to 
help with the program.  Contact Walt Harrison if you would like to help. 
 
Daylight Savings Time —begins on Sunday November 4th.  Remember to set your clocks back one 
hour. 
 
All Saints Sunday 
 
Sunday, November 4th is All Saints Sunday.  We will be remembering and recognizing those in our         
congregation who have died in the past year.  Also, we would like to celebrate the births in our               
congregation over the past year as well. 
 
Waco District Thanksgiving Service – Central UMC 
 
On Sunday, November 4th the churches of the Waco District of the United Methodist Church will be     
gathering for a special Thanksgiving Worship Service at 6:00 p.m.  In addition to the worship, which will 
include some great music from various groups, there will be a reception honoring the laity of our district.  
The service will be at Central United Methodist Church in Waco.  We have a group leaving from our 
church at 4:45 p.m. if you would like to ride in the church van. 
 

Veteran’s Day Worship Service and Lunch 
 
On Sunday, November 11th we will have a special worship service at 10:30 a.m.  in which we will be      
honoring our veterans.  Immediately after the worship service, we will have a lunch in the fellowship hall.  
Spread the word and invite all the veterans in our community so we can honor them. 
 

Youth Sunday  
 
The Youth Group of our church will be leading our worship service on Sunday, November 18th.  We hope 
you will make time to be a part of this special Sunday and support our youth. 
 

Dabbs November 29th 9:00 a.m. 
 
Bobby Dabbs from Dabbs Photography will be taking pictures 
of the preschool children in the fellowship hall on  
Thursday, November 29th.  We look forward  
to Dabbs’ return.  Smile! 
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 Congratulations Ladies! 
 
We have four ladies in our congregation who were recently recognized for their involvement and work in 
the community.  Hugh Ann Bankhead was named “Citizen of the Year” at the Mexia Chamber of         
Commerce Banquet.  As many of you know Hugh Ann has given of her time and service not only to  
FUMC Mexia, but to the greater community as well.  In addition to Hugh Ann being honored at the    
Chamber event, Vicki Watson was recognized as the Chamber Volunteer of the Year.  Vicki has              
volunteered for many different projects around town and in our church, including the reading program at 
McBay Elementary.  Wynona Lipsett was awarded a plaque as a Chamber office volunteer.  And last but 
not least, Penny Gray was named the Groesbeck Business Woman  of the Year.  Penny is the administrator 
of Limestone Medical Center in Groesbeck.  Congratulations Hugh Ann, Vicki, Wynona and Penny!  We 
are proud of you! 
 

Updates at First United Methodist Church 
 

Consecration Sunday  
 
We had a great experience on Consecration Sunday as we made our financial commitment to God’s church.  
We are still receiving estimate of giving cards from members who were not present and will provide you 
with a total amount in the next week.  Once we have the estimated income for next year, our finance     
committee will go to work on preparing the budget for 2008.  Thanks again for your participation. 
 

Heating and Air Conditioning Update 
  
This week we are having our new A/C and Heating System installed in the fellowship hall building.       
Special thanks to Cass Candy and Mexia Air for all their hard work in completing this project.  We would 
also like to thank everyone who has contributed to the cost of the A/C and Heating  systems in both the   
fellowship hall and sanctuary.  As a church we committed $46,766 towards the  project, of which $16,278 
has been received to date.  If you have made a commitment to this project and have not yet contributed,  
you can do so by making a check to FUMC Mexia Memo: A/C Project.  We are wanting to receive as much 
as possible over the next month so we can offset the amount of money we will owe.  Thanks again for your 
generosity and commitment.    
  
Dave Ramsey Class Update 
  
We had over 25 people from our congregation and community who completed Dave Ramsey's Financial 
Peace University.  It was a 13-week course in personal finance and covered topics such as cash flow     
planning, saving, dumping debt, retirement, college savings, insurance, investments, stewardship, etc.         
It was an amazing experience for everyone in the class and changed lives.  As a class we paid off over 
$70,000 in debt (credit cards, car payments, student loans, etc.).  The class has agreed that this is         
something our church should offer on a regular basis.  We will have another Dave Ramsey course           
beginning in     January 2008.  By the way, this is not one of those "get rich quick" programs.  This is a   
disciplined approach to finances that takes time and commitment.  If you are interested in learning more 
about the program contact the church office 562-5567 and we would be glad to provide you with more    
information. 
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Message from Children’s Coordinator, Cheryl Hancock… 
 

Church Nursery 
 

1. The nursery is available as a convenience for church members and guests. 
2. Children are to be taken to the Nursery by an Adult (Parent or Guardian) and released to the Nursery   

Worker. 
3. Children are to be picked up from the Nursery by an Adult (Parent or Guardian). 
4. The nursery is available on Sundays and Wednesdays for ages Infant to Pre-K at all times and only 

available for K-3rd at specific times when there is no other activity available for them to attend. 
The nursery may be requested for other Church related activities and the age requirements will be            
determined depending upon the specific activity. 

 
Sunday -   Time:  9:30-11:30 (or when church lets out) 
    Ages:  Infant to Pre-K 
 
Wednesday Night -   Time:  5:30-7:30 
    Ages:  Infant to Pre-K (5:30-7:30) 
       

**There will be no Nursery available on Wednesday nights from 5:00 – 5:30,  
therefore parents are responsible for their own children (Infant – 3rd / 4th – 5th  

if they are not    attending Peacekeepers Ringers).  The Children should NEVER  
be left unattended   inside or outside on the Church grounds.** 

 
Children’s Activities 

 
Sunday 
Sunday School  Time: 9:30 – 10:30 
    Ages: 2-Pre-K – Mustard Seed Class 
              K-3rd – Elementary Class 
              4th-5th – Peacekeepers Class 
 
Children’s Church  Time: After Children’s Time – 11:30 
    Ages:  Pre-K-3rd 

 
Wednesday 
Music Makers   Time: 6:00-6:45 
     Ages: K-3rd 

 
Peacekeepers Ringers Time: 5:00-5:30 
     Ages: 4th-5th 

 
Peacekeepers Group  Time: 5:30-7:30 
              (5:30 Dinner/6:00 Worship Service/6:45 Group) 
    Ages: 4th – 5th 

 
 If you have any questions or comments about any of the above information please contact                    
Cheryl Hancock, F.U.M.C. Children’s Coordinator at 254-395-4560 
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Community Book Drive 

 
Now through December 14th, bring your new or  
gently used books to participating business around town.   
The books will be donated to the classrooms  
of McBay Elementary School to benefit the  
children of our community.   
 
Drop-Off Locations: 
First United Methodist Church 
First National Bank 
First Mexia Bank 
Guaranty Bank 
Centex Citizens Credit Union 
Farmer’s State Bank 
 
Teachers were given a “wish list” on books they  
would like in their classrooms.  A list of these  
books will be kept at the FUMC Church office  
and made available before our  
 Sunday and Wednesday Worship Services.   
Please take the time to choose a book or two  
to purchase.  A box is also available in the  
Foyer to drop off any books you may wish  
to donate for this great project.   
 
For more information please call Vicki Watson at 903-388-2470 

Parley Wiggins Circle 
 

The Parley Wiggins Circle is collecting Box Tops for education as one of their mission projects for this 
year.  These box tops will be sent to the McCurdy School in New Mexico.  This is a school in a poverty 
stricken area and is sponsored by the Methodist church.  Collecting the Box Tops for Education is one 
method they use to supply some of their needs.  We would like to ask the entire FUMC congregation to 
help us in this project.  A list of products can be found on page 6 of this newsletter.  Just clip off the Box 
Tops for Education square and bring to the church.  There is a collection box in the foyer.  Thanks so 
much. 
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Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. - 1:00 -4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 
Your Church Staff 
Brad Brittain, Pastor   
Dr. Richard Morgan, Director of Music 
Walt Harrison, Minister of Youth 
Cheryl Hancock, Children’s Coordinator  
Charlotte Posey, Christian Education/Program Coordinator 
Wynona Lipsett, Organist 
Mary Benson, Administrative Assistant/Fiscal Coordinator 
Mike Bolton and Barbara Owens, Building Maintenance and Cleaning 

November Birthdays* 
 

3rd—James Shivers, Blayke Russ, 4th—Jay Posey, Johnnie Christian, 7th—Bob Henry, 10th—Kim 
Meyer, 11th —Jacey Adair, Hermine Sewell, 13th—Kendal Paschal, Michele Irwin, 15th—Peggy Wright, 
16th—Betty Hawkins, 20th—Brandon Candy, 24th—Zackary Russ, 25th—Bobbie Baccus, 26th—Becky 
Brady, 27th—Bob Crider, Hillary Brady, 29th—Beth Kendall 
 

November Anniversaries* 
 

1st—Cass and Kellie Candy, 19th—Ed and Mary Marcotte, 20th—Glenn and Cindy Williford 
 
*If me missed your Birthday or Anniversary please notify the FUMC office so we can update our records 

Menus for November 
 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
 11/07—Chicken & Dumplings 
            11/14—Gumbo 
 11/28—Mexican Casserole 
 
Sunday Breakfast 
 11/18—Biscuits, Sausage & gravy 

Attendance for October 
  SS  Worship 
10/07  51    130 
10/14  48    130 
10/21  53    146 
10/28  42    160 

 Memorials 
 

J. R. Crutchfield         Ina Beth and Jack Forrest 
Virginia Nutt              Lady & Bob Fain 

 
Deadline for submitting an article  

to the December Newsletter  
is     

November26th 


