THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONNECTIONS
First United Methodist Church
Mexia, Texas
January, 2010

=i
"‘2—':,\\ ... “sunday School - Is It a Thing of the Past? ”...

One of the most troubling things about many of our United Methodist Churches is
the lack of participation and interest in Sunday school. One of the areas that I would like to
see our church grow in is Sunday school. Sunday school is extremely important for the health
of a church because it provides an opportunity to be more closely connected with one another
through small groups and most importantly, it is a time of spiritual growth through the study
of scripture.

While Sunday school is certainly a time to fellowship and visit, it should not be just
about fellowship. First and foremost it is about growing in God’s Word. With the demands
that many of us have on our schedules throughout the week, we may find it difficult to attend
a mid-week Bible study. That is why Sunday school is so crucial. For many it is the only time
we get together and experience God’s Word together. For that reason I believe our church
should make it a priority to grow and emphasize Sunday school, for adults and children alike.
Another good reason to have a strong Sunday school program is that it provides a way for
those new to the church to get connected beyond the worship service on Sunday morning.

If you are not currently connected with a Sunday school, feel free to give me a call
and I can help you get connected with one of our classes. The point is this — show me a
Sunday school program that is lethargic and not growing and 1’ll show you a church
that is lethargic and not growing. Show me a Sunday school program that is vibrant
and growing and adding new members, and I’ll show you a church that is growing not
just numerically but spiritually as well. So to answer the question from the title of this
article, “Is Sunday school a thing of the past?” [ would say, “No,” Sunday school is not a
thing of the past. In fact, it is a thing of the future and will determine the health and
ultimately the future direction of our congregation.

In Christ,

Brad
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Youth Leader Jill Flatt
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were able to adopt TWO angels from the Waco area whose parents are not

able to provide. Mrs. Candy and her daughter, Shelby, traveled to Waco, ﬂ

We have been studying on Wednesdays how to give and to do for others

»

without being recognized. Our youth donated generously about $70 and we

”

picked out our Angels and shopped. They were able to get everything on the
children’s list and then some. The youth were excited to give and make someone’s Christmas
special.

Youth Caroling had to change a bit. We were going to go caroling on
Sunday the 13™, but we ended up having MOVIE NIGHT!!! We watched a
WONDERFUL Christmas movie called the Nativity Story which is the story

of Jesus’ birth and the trials and tribulations that Mary and Joseph had to

encounter. We had a GREAT time with close to twenty youth. Most of the youth ended up
going to the church afterwards to listen to the choirs sing. It turned out to be a super evening
full of Christmas spirit.

We moved the Caroling to our Wednesday night

meeting. We met at 5 pm, divided into two caroling

groups and headed out. One group sang carols at The

Haven and The Manor Nursing Homes. The other group sang

carols at Mexia Nursing Home and The Bowie House. We spent
about 30 minutes at each facility. A special thanks to Mrs. Franks,
Mrs. McKeand and her daughter, Katelyn, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul
and son, Brandon, for joining in with our caroling activity. We

also want to thank Rev. Brad, Kent Kendall and Clint Flatt for
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grilling hamburgers for us to eat after our adventure.



We finished up our last 2009 Wednesday MYF meeting by decorating
and eating homemade sugar cookies!!! We had many cookies left over so we

decorated the rest during Sunday school this past Sunday and took them to the

Men’s and Women’s Life Houses’.

What a marvelous way to end the 2009 year.
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Upcoming Events:

January 15th & 16th - 5™ and 6™ Grade to Glen Lake

If you have a 5™ or 6™ grader, we will be traveling to Glen Lake for a mini retreat which
begins on Friday evening and runs through Saturday afternoon. There will be lots of activities
like singing, bible games, bible studies, and fishing/free time. We took about 10 youth last year
and had a great time. We will be back between 6:30 pm to 7 pm on Saturday. There is a small
fee of $25 per student with the church donating the other $25. If you are interested, please
contact Jill Flatt for registering information. All information and money must be sent in by

Monday, January 11%.
January 23 — MYF to Corsicana to see a Movie.

The movie will be determined closer to the date. Each person will need money for the

movie and dinner afterwards. The cost of the movie is $2.50 and dinner will be at McDonalds.

January 31- Youth Movie Night at the church



Prayer Time in Chapel

Every Sunday morning a group from our church gathers to pray. We meet from 9:00
a.m. to 9:15 a.m. Beginning Sunday, January 3™ we will meet in the chapel in the fellowship
hall for our prayer time. We had been meeting in the sanctuary but are going to move to the
chapel. We gather together to pray for one another, our community and the larger world, for
the health of our church, etc. Please join us as we listen for God’s direction and leading.

Wednesday Programs Begin Again

Our Wednesday evening programs begin in full swing again on Wednesday, January 6.
Below is a list of activities and programs:

Supper — 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Youth Group — 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Women'’s Bible Study — 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Bible Study — 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Adult Handbell Choir — 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Special thanks to the staff at our preschool for providing the meals on Wednesday
evenings. We enjoyed some great meals in the fall and look forward to more of the same in
the spring.

Pastor’s Bible Study

Join us every Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. as we study the Bible together.
We meet in the board room in the fellowship hall building. Just bring your Bible and a willing
spirit to be transformed by the Word of God. We will begin by studying Paul’s letters and, in
particular, the letters Paul wrote to the church he founded at Corinth.

Knit-Wits Meeting
Our Knit-Wits knitting group will be meeting for the first time in 2010 on Tuesday,
January 5™ at 9:30 a.m. If you would like to be a part of this knitting ministry, please join us.

Community Worship Service — January 10"

On Sunday, January 10" churches from our community will be gathering together to
worship at 11:00 a.m. at the Mexia High School Auditorium. We will meet here for Sunday
school at the normal time of 9:30 a.m. and will meet at the high school for worship at 11:00
a.m. There will not be a worship service here at the church on that day at 10:30 a.m. The
following week we will be back on our normal schedule. We look forward to our community
coming together to share the good news of Jesus Christ and his love and grace for the world.

Leadership Training — January 10"

We will have our annual leadership training session on Sunday, January 10™ at 7:00
p.m. If you are serving on the PPR Committee, Finance Committee, Trustee Committee,
Preschool Governing Board, or the Committee on Lay Leadership, we would like for you to
attend this session to get a feel for the administrative structure of our church and, in particular,
how your committee functions in that structure. If you are on one of these committees we will
send you a letter the week of January 4™ to remind you of the meeting on the 10™. Thanks
again for serving your church in this way.



Letters From Dad
Our first session for the Letters From Dad program will be on Monday, January 11" at
6:00 p.m. We will have supper together and then have our meeting.

Men’s Game Night

We will be having a men’s game night on Monday, January 18" at 7:00 p.m. We will
be gathering for fun and fellowship as we play various games — 42, spades, Texas hold em, etc.
In addition to the games, we will have plenty of snacks and refreshments. This is a great
opportunity to bring friends and introduce them to others in our church.

Waco District Training Event

Our church is part of the Waco District in the United Methodist Church. On Sunday,
January 24" our district will be having its annual district training event from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m. The different areas of training include Pastor Parish Relations, Finance, Lay Leadership,
Children and Youth, and Trustees. The training will be at Austin Avenue UMC in Waco.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University

Many families in our church have taken the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University
course and have found it to be of great benefit. We would like to offer the course again in our
church this spring but are in need of leaders to lead the class. If you would like to lead the class
and have an interest in this type of ministry, please call the church office. In particular, if there
are any of you who have taken the course and want to give back to others by facilitating a new
class, that would be great and very helpful.

Message from Preschool Director Sherry Miller...
Friends of Preschool Bringing Special Times to FMP

Many thanks to the “Friends of Preschool” for making the holidays special at FMP.

Jackie Tidwell came to tell the story of the Gingerbread Man and make a gingerbread house
with our three and four year olds.

Breakfast with Santa was great with our wonderful volunteers: Tracy and Randy Machacek,
Kathleen Flowers, Delma Park, Genie Gunn, Joan Paschal, Ann Pendleton, Michael Miller,
Brad Brittain, Billy Hinton, Sandy Hensley, Kathy Nutt, Peggy Wright and Rae Lynne
Stanford. We appreciate all of these friends for making this a special occasion for the children.

“Children’s Christmas” with the “One Starry Night” Puppet Show was enjoyed by old and
young alike. Many thanks to all the youth, Gael McKeever, Jill Flatt, Sue Franks, Kathy Nutt
and Rae Lynne Stanford for helping with this special Sunday morning worship.

Kay Roark came to tell the Legend of the Poinsettia with her puppets which was a special time
for Group 3 and 4 hearing the true meaning of Christmas.

Our daily Chapel and puppet shows have been a wonderful way to celebrate the holiday times
as we discuss the advent candles of hope, love, joy and peace. Happy Holidays from everyone
at FMP and many thanks for your help and support of this ministry.
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Message from Parley Wiggins Circle...

In November, Parley Wiggins Circle of UMW made plans to go caroling in
December. Jackie Tidwell gave a very interesting book review concerning how we as parents
can pray for our adult children, letting them know we care without hovering over them.

In December we went caroling, taking gifts, and then assembled at Carol Ann and James
Dawley’s home for refreshments and fellowship.

On January 11th, we will meet in the chapel and renew our covenant to serve Christ in
the new year. Then we will discuss our projects and focus for 2010. There will be a
sign-up sheet for programs and refreshments.

Message from the United Methodist Women Day Circle...

The November meeting was opened by President Bette Thetford with seven members
present. Bette and Linda discussed the Central UMC Meeting which they attended in Waco.
“Make a Difference!” and the “Mission Today Unit” were topics at the meeting. Also, at the
Waco meeting they were given the Mission Study Certificate and a 2009 Certification for the
Day Group showing the Mexia UMW has become a Mission Today Unit of the Central
Texas Conference. Annie V Britt conducted the program “World Thanks Offering-United
Methodist Women FUMC, Sheridan, Wyoming.”

On December 1st the Circle will meet at
the Hamilton House for their Christmas Party.
. It was decided that each member of our group
- would prepare and bring four sacks of ‘unisex’
- items for the Mexia Senior Citizen’s Meals on
Wheels Program.

On Saturday December 12th, Hugh Ann, Linda Kegerreis, Sue Franks and Bette
Thetford went out to Mexia State School Barnett 1and held a Christmas party with Sue
leading the singing of carols.

Our next meeting will be January 18th at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. New
members are always welcomed.

Wednesday Night Meals for January

January 6th: Pork Loin, Potato Casserole, Salad & Dessert

January 13th: Soup Assortment, Spicy Crackers, Cornbread, Jell-o Salad & Dessert
January 20th: Greek Spaghetti, Salad, Bread & Dessert

January 27th: King Ranch Chicken, Chips & Salsa, Salad & Dessert




!/, Welcome New Member

Cheryl Karkheck 11/01/2009
Welcome! Certificate of Transfers from Other Denomination

January Birthday’s

3rd-Kim DeCarlo, 6th-Barbara Owens, 7th-Cass Candy, Pat Irwin,
10th-Gilbert Reyes, 11th-Pam Crider, 15th-Trinity Edwards, 16th-Emily
Ray, 18th-Connie Beasley, Katelyn McKeand, 19th-Brian Hullum,
21st-Bob Candy, Jo Ann Temples, 24th-Mason Carter, James McKeand,
26th-Margaret Jackson, 28th-Boone Crider, 29th-Paige O’Hare, 30th-Tommy Puckett

January Anniversaries

4th-James & Dawn McKeand, Valerie & Mike Bolton,
22nd-Pat & Michele Irwin, 25th-Kenneth & Johnnie Christian,
26th-Bob and Lady Fain, 30th--Billy & Carmen Hinton

Memorial
Ruby Hitt: Upper Room, Hermine & Larry Sewell

Peter Luna: Joe & Kathy Paschal

Bill Goswick:

Joe & Kathy Paschal, Martha Carlson, Johnnie& Kenneth Christian,
Henry & Judith Jackson, Gary & Vicki Watson, Bette Thetford,
Elmer & Martha Beene, Brett, Chana, Blair and Chet Beene, Upper Room,
Ed & Mary Marcotte, Annie & Grandon Britt, Buddy &Donna Williford,
Craig & Linda Kegerreis, Ruby Bailey, Bill & Selma McClure,
Margadelle Yelverton, Mary & Gregory Myers,

Pat Pittman, Mary & Jim Benson, Wynona & Don Lipsett,
Hermine & Larry Sewell, Lady & Bob Fain, Tad & Ima Burroughs,
Mr. & Mrs. Horace Prather, Ronnie & Linda Guthrie, Lois Willett

Thank You!
Our Lord is looking after us and came into your heart to help the Meals on Wheels
program. We thank you so much for the gift. It will be used well.
Ann Vinson, Project Director




RADICAL HOSPITALITY by Michael Miller

Five practices, radical hospitality, and passionate worship are new terms that we have bandied
about at FUMC. Some that attended the conference in Mansfield have the advantage of being
more familiar with these concepts, but we will all be hearing more about them in the
upcoming months. As with anything new, we all have a certain anxiety about anything that we
don’t feel that we understand. What is Radical Hospitality?

If we look at the Bible for guidance in discovering displays of hospitality, we might think of the
Good Samaritan. Though he wasn’t in his own home, he practiced hospitality in caring for the
injured traveler and seeing that his needs were met. First century Jewish custom often included
opening one’s home to travelers who might otherwise be stranded and unable to find shelter for
the night.

During this season while reflecting on the birth of Jesus, we don’t normally use the term
hospitality when thinking of the infamous innkeeper on that fateful night. When Joseph found
the inn full of guests and the innkeeper initially unable to offer accommodations; that could
easily have been the end of the story. However our story progresses past the initial declaration
“There is no room in the inn”. Our innkeeper thought further and maybe outside the proverbial
“box” and decided to offer all he had. Although it might not seem a fitting place for our Savior
to be born, scriptures were fulfilled. The innkeeper went out into the cold evening air and made
room for this special couple and their soon to be born son. If we think outside that box that
often limits the scope of our thoughts, we might see that the innkeeper was displaying
hospitality in his own fashion.

Radical hospitality is not the name of some new faceless committee that is coming about as a
result of some denominational edict. It may be just striving to be a little more Christ like in our
dealings with others. It may be showing others that come to our Church that we are really happy
to see them. It may be showing the other members of a long-standing study group that they are
really important to each of us. It may mean displaying random acts of kindness when one

least expects it. Whatever radical hospitality means to you, join me in seeing how it is being
displayed in our faith community and maybe each of us will have a chance to move “outside
that box™ and display this special hospitality to someone who needs it.

Your Church Staff

Rev. Brad Brittain, Pastor

Dr. Richard Morgan, Director of Music

Wynona Lipsett, Organist

Jill Flatt, Youth Director

Mary Benson, Administrative Assistant/Fiscal Coordinator
Cass Candy, Building Maintenance

Barbara Owens, Cleaning

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. - 1:00 —4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
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