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For some of you Mexia has been home for as longasan
remember. You have lived in Mexia your whole Bied if you have left
Mexia it has only been for a short while. Thiyaur home. You were born
here and you will die here. | was talking with@der man the other day
and | asked him, “Have you lived here in Mexia yadnole life?” He
replied, “No, | lived in Shiloh when | was youndelo me and my way of
thinking he has lived in Mexia his whole life! @tis of you were not born
here but you have lived here most of your liferndes your family moved
here when you were a child and you have made thie your home ever
since. Others of you may have lived in a lot dfedent places over the
course of your life.

| have lived in Baton Rouge, LA, New Roads, LA, Néxeans, LA,
Dallas, Arlington, Nacogdoches, back to Arlingt@rapevine, North
Richland Hills, Dawson, and now Mexia. There am@spand cons to living
in one place your whole life, and there are pras@ms to moving to
different places. In a lot of ways | envy those/ofl who have had the
opportunity to develop lasting relationships in @eenmunity. | think it's
neat that you still know people you went to highaa with and when
someone mentions a family name you not only knawniéime but can tell
all about that family and then some! That can d&dgand bad at the same
time! On the other hand, | see the blessings mingofrom place to place.
While it is difficult to adjust at times, it's rdgineat to meet new people and
develop new friendships.

Jesus lived in the town of Nazareth for most oflifes He was the
kid from Nazareth. He knew where to go for a gbathecue sandwich in
Nazareth. He knew which barber to go to. He ktieat the guy who
owned the general store in town would give him fosecream if he would
volunteer to sweep the floor from time to timesukehad friends in
Nazareth. He played in the Nazareth baseball E2agth his friends and
even made the All-Star team one year. He playeduba in the marching
band and was invited to march in the parade diMiazareth’s annual Olive
Festival. He not only had friends in Nazarethfamily as well. He worked
with his father and brothers and sisters and gnevike most any other kid
in Nazareth.

In our story today from Matthew we read that JdieBaptist had
been arrested and as a result of John’s arress Yethdrew to Galilee.
Matthew put it this way, “He withdrew to Galileéle left Nazareth and
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made his home in Capernaum by the sea.” That rsmintd like an
innocent enough statement but do you realize wistrheant for Jesus and
his family and friends? Jesus was leaving andneasoming back. No
more lazy afternoons at the general store nibl@im@n ice cream cone. No
more baseball games at the park. No more parddesnore running into
friends at the post office and chatting about thgslevents. Jesus was
leaving.

He decided to go to Galilee. Galilee was a dengepulated area
where the great roads of the world passed throligias been said that
Judea was on the way to nowhere, and that Galiéseon the way to
everywhere. The name Galilee comes from the Helresd galil which
means a circle. Galilee was literally surroundgdlentiles. So when Jesus
withdrew from Nazareth he was not withdrawing freatiety, but throwing
himself in the midst of a wide variety of peopl#sephus, who was once
governor of the province of Galilee, wrote: “Ittitgoughout rich in
soil...and inviting by its productiveness even thad® have the least
inclination for agriculture. It is everywhere &tl; no part is allowed to be
idle, and everywhere it is productive.” At the érof Jesus there were 204
villages in the Galilean region. And get this -egwvillage had a population
of at least 15,000 people. Jesus was moving tbitheity! It may not have
been New York and Broadway, but it was close endagh guy from
Nazareth.

When Jesus arrived in Capernaum he began to pteachessage:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come nebr Gther words, all that
the people had been waiting for in a Messiah wasgnt and among them.
The kingdom of heaven was at hand in the persdesids Christ. Wow!
The time had arrived at last. Jesus was begirmeaqinistry full force. So
it makes me wonder, why on earth would he call petpfollow him and
help him in his ministry? Why would he feel conipdilto call disciples to
work with him in his ministry? It seems to me tlasus could have
managed just fine on his own. Why go to the trewdslcalling regular,
everyday people like Andrew and Peter? For somgore God has chosen
us as his disciples and wants to work with us inistiy. Could God do it
better on his own without us messing things up gakve way? Of course,
but God chose to call us not for his sake, bubtaorsake.

Andrew and Peter were fishing that day. They, §kemany in that
region, made a living through the fishing industAndrew and Peter were
casting their nets into the lake when Jesus canadpnterrupted them.
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Now keep in mind that this was their work. Theyevaot fishing like we
would think of fishing — sitting under a shade tvath a cane pole and a
cold drink relaxing. They were working. Jesug parged right in the
middle of their workday. Forget the fact that thed a 10:00 a.m.
conference call with the folks at the corporatecefin New York. Forget
that they were working on that report that was ylesterday. Forget that the
new computer network was giving them trouble, Jestis’t really care

what they were doing because he knew what theyduoeildoing once he
called them. Jesus said, “Follow me and | will egku fish for people.”

In Matthew’s gospel there is no indication thahertAndrew or Peter
even knew Jesus at the time. For all we knowwiais their first encounter
with Jesus. So that makes it all the more sumygigthen Andrew and Peter
immediately left their nets and followed him. Metv wrote, “Immediately
they left their nets and followed him.” You wotuldnk that one, if not both
of them, would have asked Jesus some questionsstiQus like, “Do you
match in the 401K? Do you provide health insuraamue if so, is my family
included? What is the vacation policy? Do wetget weeks immediately
or do we have to work with you for a year or moM/Al there be a
company camel or do we have to provide our owrsfrartation? Andrew
and Peter didn’'t ask any of those questions. Tyt even ask him where
they were going. They just knew that the one tiney on the shoreline was
real and worth following. They literally gave upeeything to follow him.

But Jesus wasn't finished calling disciples. He $a&o brothers
sitting in a boat with their father mending thest®y They were working
too. Mending nets was part of the job. The bnatheere James and John —
the sons of Zebedee. (In Fort Worth we had a @taésd and two of the
guitar players were named James and John. | jokedlay that they should
take their show on the road and call themselveg ‘Sbns of Zebedee”.)
Jesus called James and John to follow and they dwatedy left their nets
and boat and more significantly, their father. isgMatthew stresses the
immediacy of their discipleship. No thinking abaubr asking questions or
running the idea by their father.

| wonder what Zebedee thought about the whole thiMpatthew
doesn’t say anything about his reaction. If | w2ebedee | would have said
something like this: “Wait a minute boys! Whatytm think you are
doing? We have nets to mend and fish to catchs fémily has fished for
generations. It's what we do. You can’t leavessifles that you are my
sons and | don’t want you going off with this sgan” But they went
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anyway. | think it's important that these followesf Jesus were real human
beings with real relationships and attachments tlatfollowing Jesus
meant giving up something or someone else.

Jesus has a funny way of calling us into discipfesiou know
Andrew and Peter didn’t go to work that day thirgkio themselves, “Today
the Son of God is going to ask us to follow hinddmes and John were not
sitting in the boat thinking, “I wonder what it widube like to meet the Son
of God today?” They were just minding their owrsimess when Jesus
called them to follow. If you read throughout Bible you will see
example after example of people being called by Biblout any
inclination of what was coming. Over and over agais God who initiates
the relationship and not us.

It calls to mind that wonderful story in the bodkl @amuel. The boy
Samuel was under the care of an older priest n&hedli's eyesight was
failing him at the time and he was lying down is hoom in the middle of
the night. Samuel was in another room when thel kcafled out to him,
“‘Samuel! Samuel!” Samuel, thinking it was thecsoof Eli, ran to Eli and
said, “Here | am! For you called me.” Eli saitidid not call; go back to
sleep!” The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samued gp, went back to Eli,
and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Eli, kviar more patience than |
would have had, said, “I did not call, my son;d@wvn again.” The Lord
called Samuel again and again Samuel went toAflthat point Eli knew
that something was up and that the Lord was triongpeak to Samuel.
Samuel went back to sleep and the Lord called lgamna Samuel
responded, “Speak, for your servant is listeningtid then it happened —
the Lord called Samuel to be a prophet. I'm gungs#iat wasn’t on
Samuel’s radar screen when he went to bed that. nfsgamuel, like
Andrew, Peter, James, and John after him, wasdcalleof the blue without
warning.

In John 15:16 Jesus said, “You did not choose miel, those you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruitthatiyour fruit should
abide.” In other words, we have a lot of nervakimg that we “invite”
Jesus into our hearts. To me it sounds the othgrasound. God is the one
doing the inviting through Christ. We simply regpddao God'’s invitation.
God'’s invitation to us was loud and clear througg ¢ross of Christ. It was
God’s way of saying | choose you and love you dwefore you can choose
me and love me.
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I've already told you about the time our family wém North Park
Mall in Dallas over Christmas and how we had tkdrthe Neiman
Marcus entrance. It was quite a scene as we wdéikedgh the
extravagance! | still can’t believe what they deafor the stuff at
Neiman’s. | mentioned to you before that the bdyed riding the escalator,
and how we looked like the Clampants in the BevHilipillies that day at
Neiman’'s. | remember what Andrew said as he wakthe escalators going
up and down: “The way up and the way down is tlmeeseay.” What he
was saying was, “You ride the escalator to getngyeu ride the same
escalator to go down.” God came to us in Jesusvencbme to God in
Jesus. The way up and the way down is the sameamaythe God who
chose to come to us in Jesus calls us just as Ilel @endrew, Peter, James,
and John. Is He calling you today? And if so, twauld you leave behind
to follow? That's another way of asking, “Is themgything or anyone in
your life more important than Jesus? Think abbut i
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