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In the gospels we read about Jesus and the eitigatesus found
himself in. We also read the stories that Jedds téesus told some great
stories and was involved in some amazing situatidrake the story of the
woman caught in adultery for example. She had lsaeght with another
man and was called out publicly for her unfaith&gds by the scribes and
Pharisees. They were ready to stone her for tiemac They drug Jesus
into the situation by asking him, “Teacher, thisman was caught in the
very act of committing adultery. Now in the law B&s commanded us to
stone such women. Now what do you say?” Jesusdosyn, doodled in
the sand, and then straightened up and said, fiyetree among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at héwow! What a story. What
a lesson on how we shouldn’t be so quick to padgment on others. |
could preach and preach on that story and feeiademtf about the message.

| could also preach on this story. Jesus wasiteg@nd ministering
to a great crowd one day — 5,000 men plus womerchitdren. The crowd
was getting hungry and Jesus’ disciples thoughbiild be a good idea to
send the people away so they could get somethiagttoJesus had other
plans though. He told the disciples that they wWdakd them. “With
what?” they asked. Jesus replied, “How about itheelbaves of bread and
two fish?” Then the miracle happened. Everyons fgd and there was
more than enough left over. What a great storgbuld preach and preach
on that one all day. What a great message it woeild giving God
whatever we have and asking him to bless it andiphgit. That would
make for a good sermon.

If I didn’t preach on that story then | could @mnly choose the one
when Jesus called Matthew to be one of his dissipMatthew was a tax-
collector and was sitting at his booth one day wherife was turned
upside down. Jesus walked up to his booth, lodkedn the eye and said,
“Follow me.” And that was it! Matthew got up frolms work and followed
Jesus. | would love to preach on that story. Bhlgut commitment and
courage. We could go on and on about Matthew’bngitess to leave it all
behind for the sake of the call.

I'll be honest with you, | would much rather praam the woman
caught in adultery, the feeding of the five thoukaor the calling of
Matthew, or almost anything else in the Bible thaould this text we have
before us today. | just don’t know what to do witis. To put this story in
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perspective for us today | wanted to read you destoporary version of this
story that Richard and | ran across this weektehis$o this and you tell me
how we should preach on this because | need ahehel can get today.

Jesus: There was a rich man — for the sake of this leseds call him
Donald Trump — who had a manager, and chargeslweught to him that
this “manager” was squandering the rich man’s pitypeSo the rich man
called him over and said,

Rich Man: Is it true what I've been hearing about you? yoa taking
advantage of me and wasting my property?

Manager: Uh.....

Rich Man: You're Fired!

Manager: What?

Rich Man: Turn in your books so | can see how you've beerdhiag my
funds. Until | am assured of your ability to maaabhave no need of you.
You're fired!

Manager: What am | going to do? I've never been jobledsie® I'm too
wimpy for a construction job, and I'm too proudideg. I'll be the laughing
stock of the whole company when they find out whagppened to me! |
know what I'll do!

Jesus: The manager called in everyone who owed moneyaaith man.
To the first one, he said,

Manager: How much do you owe the Donald?

Debtor Number One: | owe him for one hundred jugs of olive oil.
Manager: We sell olive o0il? Okay, take your invoice andkeadt read

“fifty jugs of olive oil.”

Jesus: To the next one who owed his boss the manager said

Manager: How much do you owe?

Debtor Number Two: | owe your boss for a hundred shipments of wheat.
Manager: Take your invoice and change it to “eighty shiptsesf wheat.”
Don’t ask any questions, just do it.

Jesus: When the rich man saw what the manager was dbagaid,

Rich Man: | have to hand it to you: you’ve been very shremvohaking
these people pay their bills to me. Shrewd | ikeminds me of myself.
You're not fired after all!

Jesus: The people of this generation are more shrewtdeir business
dealings than those who are called the childrdigbf! | tell you this: make
friends by means of dishonest wealth so that whisngone, they may
welcome you into eternal homes.
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What on earth are we to do with this story? Ong this story has
been interpreted is that the manager was takingdmsnission off the top
when he made the offers to the debtors. In otloedsy he was the one
taking the hit when he reduced the bill from a meddo fifty. While that is
a nice try in cleaning up the story, it still doésolve the “dishonest” part.
The more likely view is that the manager falsifted bills to gain favor with
those who might help him after his job loss. hihwe should take note that
the rich man commended the shrewdness of the maaadgeot necessarily
the dishonesty. It was the shrewdness that wasdal

The word shrewd means — having keen insight, ladfunning,
penetrating, searching. | don’t know about youlkhdve never thought of
God placing much value on us being shrewd. Suod, iGust smile when
we love our enemies, forgive those who have hyrand when we offer
grace to those in need, but shrewdness? Doesr@Gital\gith approval
when we go through the back door? According te shory, the answer is
“yes”, as long as the purpose of our shrewdneissasnnection with
furthering the kingdom of God.

You have no doubt heard or spoken the phraseso ‘Gam play at that
game” or “There is more than one way to skin a,c&éll, the same applies
to furthering the kingdom of God. In other wordsmetimes you have to
use unconventional means to achieve the desiredmet and in some
cases, it is only by unconventional means thatessif possible. Call it
whatever you want — sneaky, tricky, under the taldbeit sometimes you've
got to be creative.

Let me give you an example. We have a large goblgds who have
been coming to our youth group on Wednesdays. Thhaeg really come
together as a group and have been faithful on Waethys. They share a
meal together and have a lesson with Walt and legrtwwhat we noticed,
however, is that most of these kids do not conehtoch on Sunday
mornings and they have missed the worship expeaziel¢ell, if they won't
come to the worship we will bring the worship tethl We started a
Wednesday night service earlier this month andadrilee great things about
this service is that it catches the kids. Rigktéhbetween the supper and
the lesson, we have sneaked in a worship servitlkeern. | don’t even
think they know what has hit them!

There is a passage in Matthew’s gospel where Jesuiacted his
disciples to be “wise as serpents and innocenbassi. Just because we
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are followers of Jesus doesn’t mean that we chackains at the door.
When Jesus said to be wise as serpents and inrexdoives he meant that
it is not only okay to be crafty, but he actualhceurages it at times.

With that being said, we still haven’'t dealt witthat the manager did
in this story. He discounted what was not hisise@lunt. | had a strange
experience last weekend. We had a garage saleaatuinlly half-way
enjoyed it. But beyond that we even made a nioétpm the thing. Garage
sales are always fun because you get to talk to spause about what to sell
and what not to sell. I'm of the opinion that wad €verything but the
kitchen sink! 1 tried to sell our toaster and cgener but Alisha wouldn’t
let me. The one thing we had a slight disagreemesrtt was the baby
stroller we had for sale. This was one of thamabdke strollers where you
could put two kids in at the same time. We bougatstroller a few years
ago at a resale shop, but don't be fooled, thregtikeame with all the bells
and whistles. This was a BMW stroller completedwah alarm system!
Alisha insisted we sell the stroller for a minimaf$30. |, on the other
hand, would have been content with $10. Alishatweside to get some
change and | was left alone in the garage, andeswegh, a lady walks up
and asks how much | would take the for the strollewas getting near the
end of the garage sale and at that point | washgito sell anything if |
didn’t have to haul it back inside. | said, “Tlidollars.” She kicked the
tires a little bit and then counter-offered, “Hoboait $15?” | thought real
hard about it! You know the old saying, “A birdtime hand is worth two in
the bush.” But | resisted. | said, “| would sélio you for less than $15 but
| promised my wife we would sell it for $30.”

The stroller was special to her and in her mingas worth at least
$30 and to take anything less would have been epsaicle. | think about
this story with the manager discounting the oil argbat. It was not his to
discount but he discounted it anyway. | don’t knbthis is an appropriate
interpretation or not, but what if the oil and whewaour story represents
God’s grace and forgiveness? It's not ours toraifel never has been. We
are simply messengers who tell others about itreavé no business
pretending that we have the market on it. But reaylst maybe,
sometimes it's okay to be more forgiving than wewt be. Maybe
sometimes God smiles when we think we can give dwagrace.

Would the rich man have taken fifty jugs of ole#instead of one
hundred? Probably not. Would he have taken eightyainers of wheat
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instead of one hundred? Probably not. But sonestjmven with God'’s
grace, a little is better than none at all. Peslthpt is the reason Jesus
finished this story by saying, “Whoever is faithfmla very little is faithful
also in much.”

In his commentary on Luke, Fred Craddock wrotefelconsists of a
series of seemingly small opportunities. Most®#ull not this week
christen a ship, write a book, end a war, appoudlanet, dine with the
gueen, convert a nation, or be burned at the stislae likely the week will
present no more than a chance to give a cup of waitie a note, visit a
nursing home, teach a Sunday school class, shmaeak tell a child a story,
go to choir practice, and feed the neighbor’s cadu see it's not like we
lay a $100 bill on the table and say, “Here itagd. Here is my life. Here
Is what I’'m giving of myself to you once and fot.'alNo, in reality, we
wake up each day and make the decision that dimjiéav and be a disciple
for that day -- not tomorrow, not next week, nottraonth -- today.
Instead of looking at our lives like a $100 bill e table, it's more like a
penny here and a penny there. It's the small ththgt make the big
difference over a lifetime.
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