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“Let’s just pray about it.” How many times havewbeard that in a
church? Let’s just pray about it. Don’t get meong, I'm all for prayer.
Prayer is good! There is nothing wrong with comroating with God and
listening to God. In fact, the foundation of theurch is built on prayer. But
sometimes the phrase “Let’s just pray about itéass into a church and
slowly but surely suffocates the life out of theuath. “Let’s just pray about
it.” IS sometimes another way of saying, “We dom&nt to jump out there
and risk anything. We don’t want to make any deas and we don’t want
to take any action. Let’s just pray about it.”

Have you ever been in a long meeting and theneagitid of the
meeting someone makes the motion that the comntél#es the topic
under consideration for the next meeting? Thatedrme crazy! We have
just spent an hour talking about something, onthatend to say, “We don’t
want to talk about it anymore. So let's have aaptheeting to pick up
where we left off — which is in the middle of nowlE Let’s table it! Let's
just pray about it! We need to increase the giwntihe church — “Let’s just
pray about!” We need to get more young peoplelirasbin church — “Let’s
just pray about it!” We need to be doing more missvork — “Let’s just
pray about it.” The light bulb on the left handesiof the sanctuary towards
the back is out — “Let’s form a committee and paégut it!” | believe in
the power of prayer and that prayer changes thimgd, also believe God
has given us the ability to work and use the g¢ifed He has given us. In
other words, it's okay to pray about something,ibsitnot okay to sit
around on our rear ends and do little or nothingdoomplish what God
wants us to accomplish.

| never met James, but if he were a member of lourch | can
guarantee you he wouldn’t be one to say “Let’sdabl or “Let’s just pray
about it.” James would be one to say, “Let’s goitfo Let’'s do something!”
James is one of my favorite persons in the Bibtelahink it's because of
his “Let’'s do something / throw caution to the wirdtitude. Tradition has
it that the author of the book of James is noneratinan James — the brother
of Jesus. James comes by his action-oriented padisohonestly because
his brother Jesus was action-oriented. Jesuhmmistdone. When people
came to him with a need he didn’t “table the discws’. He took care of
the need and the person.
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Once Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogube @abbath and
as he was teaching a crippled woman appearedh&heot been able to
stand up straight for eighteen years. When Jesusser, he called over and
said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment/hen he laid his hands
on her, immediately she stood up straight and begaising God. Now
what do you think the woman would have thought Jeglis said something
like: “I'm so sorry you are unable to stand up iginé Have you been to see
the doctor? Are you taking any medication? Do want to pray about it?”
| can hear her now, “Yes, I've been to the doctdo, I'm not on any
medications. And no, | don’t want to pray aboutlitvant you to fix my
back! | want you to do something for me!”

| think you know me well enough by now to know théke to be
doing things as a church. The last thing | warddas serve a church that is
complacent and lazy. From what I've seen so fanfyou | believe you
want to be doing things for God’s kingdom. You wiinmake a difference.
I’'m a “Let’s throw it up against the wall and séd sticks” kind of person.
| have a basic belief that the more things we $ra @hurch the better and
that some ministries and programs sound good oerpbpt never have a
chance to take flight because of our tendency evanalyze and plan. Most
of the time the problem is not the idea itself but need to have all the
details worked out beforehand. The honest truthasmost of the time the
details work themselves out as we go and someghiggjust cannot and
should not plan for.

James said, “But those who look into the perfest the law of
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who fdygedoers who act — they
will be blessed in their doing.” God blesses usundoing! It is through
the doing itself that God blesses us.

The other day | decided to play the piano. Sontwe Barnes and
Noble and bought a book about the piano. It wais@book with lots of
pictures and explanations about pianos. Thereswas a page with a
picture of all the keys on a piano. | read thekoaod think that | can now
play the piano. Next week | am going to buy a bookow to play the
organ. I'm going to thumb through it and then Ib# able to play the piano
and the organ. When Wynona is out of town | chmfiand play the
prelude and hymns and accompany the choir with #rghem. In fact, I'm
ready to give it a try right now. Let’s see whatounds like. Now you
know as well as | do that it is ridiculous to thitilat someone can read a
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book in one day on how to play the piano or orgashthen the next day
play beautiful music. There is one way and one oray to learn how to
play a musical instrument, and that is to playitistrument. It is through
the actual process of playing the piano that wenlbaw to play the piano.

The same is true when it comes to applying ouhfait we wait until
we think we are qualified or are “good enough” toathything for God’s
kingdom, we will end up doing nothing. | am a fibaliever in the fact that
God equips us to do the things He has asked us.té&\ll God needs is a
few willing souls.

The question now becomes, “So what should we beg@6i We say
to ourselves, “Okay, | understand that God willipque to do certain
things, but what are those things? How do | kndvaw should be doing? |
want to do good things, but how can | know thanl@n the right track?”
James said that we should be doers of the worcbdf G'he word of God in
this case means the gospel or the good news of @Gdsist. In other words,
if we need a clue as to what we should be doing auir lives we should
look to the life of Jesus. This is not to say thatshould strive to be “just
like Jesus” because that’'s impossible. There’g onk Savior in the world.
However, it is to say that we can get directiondor lives from the life and
stories of Jesus found in the gospels.

I’'m a big fan of Jesus. | know that sounds adliimplified and
redundant, but really, I'm a big believer in Jesuast Wednesday we
kicked off our Wednesday evening programming ferfedl. | know it
doesn't feel like fall right now with all these 1@d@gree days, but when
school starts back up we all get back into somewhatroutine and the
church is no different. | really enjoyed gettimgéther with everyone
Wednesday evening. | was dragging Wednesday aftarand quite frankly
felt better after being at church. We shared al tog&ther at 5:00 p.m. and
then had children’s choir, choir practice, and apte of Bible studies. |
was extremely impressed at the participation invtbenen’s Bible study
class. They are beginning a study by Beth Moortherfruits of the Spirit
and seemed to really have a good feeling amongrtihe.

In the next classroom | have begun a study caBsgjinnings”. It's a
course in the basics of Christianity. 1 like ichese it asks those difficult
guestions that everyone thinks about from timenbe t but never talks about
in a group setting. Here are some of the ses#les &nd topics: “So, Is
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This All There 1s?” “Who is Jesus and Why Shoufddre?” “What Happens
When | Die?” “Can | Trust God?” “How Does God Spd¢akve?” “How

Can | Make a Life and Not Just a Living?” and mydate “Why Should |
Join Any Group That Will Have Me as a Member?” sTboming
Wednesday we will be covering session two — “Whaesus and Why
Should | Care?” | asked the group to think abolatws their favorite story
involving Jesus. | realize it's hard to narrowdawn and “rank” Jesus
stories, but at some level we all have those stdhat just stick out and in
one way or another shape us. They have a wayextatig us in our
“doing”.

| have always been drawn to the story of Jesugtacthan with the
withered hand. One Sabbath day Jesus went tofdhe synagogues, and
since it was the Sabbath, Jewish law had it thavoik was to be done.
Oddly enough, even assisting someone who was thjaran accident
would have been considered “work”. So healing smmeeon the Sabbath
would not be acceptable. Well, guess what happedesus is in the
synagogue with all the self-righteous “do-goodevkb think they got it all
together when in walks a man with a withered haflde man could not use
his hand. The stage had been set. The Pharise@secside, Jesus on the
other, and the man in need in the middle. Youjoanfeel the tension in the
room.

Jesus said to the man, “Come forward.” Then heteaihe Pharisees,
“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Satbl@o save life or to kill?”
They were silent. No one responded. That was tinmgy of saying to Jesus,
“You better not do what we think you are about o @hd in the synagogue
of all places.” Jesus looked around at the groitip &piercing glare of
anger. He was literally grieved at their hardrefdseart and lack of
compassion. So Jesus said to the man, “Stretcyoouthand.” | like how
he said that — “Stretch out your hand so everyoriba room can see what
I’m about to do.” He stretched out his hand anthadiately it was restored.
The man had been made whole again.

| love that story because it says something abbatt /& important to
God — people like you and me. At the end of thettat is all that really
matters to God — that you and | be made whole and belationship with
one another and God Himself. Forget about thesruk®orget about the
regulations. Forget about what the Pharisees thirdnyone else for that

James 1 17-27 Page 4



August 27, 2006

matter, Jesus did what he thought was right arld galto do the exact same
thing.

| am an extremely laid back individual. It takel®Bto get me upset,
but one day one the members in one of the chulcheyed got me upset.
It was Sunday morning and the service was just tiodoegin. | was
talking to people in the sanctuary asking how eweeys week had gone
when a little girl came up to me with a plate fflicookies. She was
probably only about 7 or 8 years old and it wasictbat she had made the
cookies herself. She extended the plate towardandesaid, “I made these
cookies last night. Would you like one?” | sdi@f course | would like
one. Thank you so much for making me a cookiedtel the cookie and
went on about my business. That little girl madeday.

The next day | hear a knock on my office doorwdss a self-
described “concerned” church member. “Concernedhie code word for
“I've got a problem and want to involve you sinaaire the pastor here.”
This individual walked into my office and handed aneopy of the Trustee
guidelines and rules on food in the sanctuary.pblated it out in black and
white, “There is to be no food in the sanctuaridé then asked me, “Why
did you eat that cookie yesterday in the sanctuddg?/ou realize you are
setting a bad example?”

| responded sarcastically, “You're right. What walsinking?
Maybe | should have set a good example by sittowgrdthe little girl and
handing her a copy of the Trustee rules and regukategarding the
sanctuary. | should have grabbed that tray of eso&nd thrown it in the
trash. I'm so sorry for behaving so irresponsibliythink he got my point.
If he didn’t get it then he got a few seconds latken | said, “Oh and by the
way, have you read that passage out of Matthewyfat®¥ou know the one.
It's in black and white just like your Trustee gelithes. Jesus said, ‘Let the
little children come to me; do not stop them; fasito such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.”

| know that doesn’t sound like a mature “pastorabponse, but quite
frankly, | didn’t know what else to do. Let that b reminder to all of us.
When we don’t know what to do sometimes God do&s s and we
suddenly become not only hearers of the word batsglas well. What have
you been doing lately?
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