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On Tuesday, January 3@e are going to have an Administrative
Board meeting. One of the items we are goinglioahout is the church
facility. We are not only going to talk about rim& maintenance type of
things, but also updating and “fixin’ up” the placé&here are lots of areas
that need attention, especially in the fellowshafl huilding. | can’t stress
enough how important it is for us to be proud aof @acility. When we walk
through these doors we should have a good feeimdjwhen others come
and visit us they should walk away with the impr@sshat we care about
God’s building. I'm not really interested in howwhy our facility got in
the shape that itis in. All I'm interested insiseing it in the shape it should
be in and | know you feel the same way.

Obviously, this is not something that just happavernight. It would
be nice if we could snap our fingers and have &epefacility with no
maintenance issues or need of updating, but thedtisealistic. What is
realistic, however, is us getting to work and mgkirhappen. Now | have
never claimed to be a Mr. Fix It kind of guy. brct, | am the furthest thing
from a Mr. Fix It. My wife and others who know mell would laugh at
the site of me with a toolbox in my hand. Withttbaing said, | am going
to paint my office. Yes, you heard me right. igoing to paint my office.

Here is my plan. I'm going to streamline the psxcelnstead of
putting the primer on the walls first, I'm going itax the primer and the
paint and do it all in one step. | don’t have megperience in painting but
| figure eliminating the primer phase will save bt of time. Granted,
there could be some issues with the quality ofoénat job if | mix the
primer and the paint, but | don’t really care abguility. | just want to get
the walls painted as soon as possible. Does aryeneehave a problem
with this strategy of mine? Am | going about ietwrong way? Of course |
am. It would be incredibly stupid to mix the prinand the paint. That's
just not how it's done. There is a process in fr@gnand part of that
process, at least in the case of the office, aptay the primer first. The
walls have to be prepared to receive the paint.

When [ think about our church and where we are@suech, it is
very similar to the painting project | just desedb Right now we are in the
“primer” stage. We are preparing our church favgh. We are putting in
place people and ministries that will continue tddon the foundation of
this great church. | was looking through the gleesse in the foyer the other
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day and noticed all the old pictures of the churcpaid particular attention
to the people in the pictures. Most of the peaplde pictures are no longer
with us. They have gone on to be with God in haabet what a

foundation they have set for us.

Think of all the time, resources, and energy inedhin building this
church. Maybe you grew up in this church and eamember the names and
faces like it was yesterday. There is that Surstépol teacher that just
loved you. You could do no wrong in her eyes arehgtime you stepped
through the doors of that Sunday school room ydaraatically felt better
about yourself. Maybe you remember that couple inkibed you to church
for the first time. You had never been involvedinohurch, but one day all
that changed when they picked you up and broughtg@hurch. In short,
that couple changed your life and you will nevegét them. If we were to
peel back the layers of the foundation of this chuwe would be here all
day. Just think of the lives that have been imgbly this church.

How many people have stood at this altar and Skgth?” How
many parents have held that baby in front of thegoegation and promised
to raise him or her in a Christian environment?wHoany people have
come forward to give their lives to Christ? Hownpgeople have knelt at
this communion rail to receive the precious body blood of Christ? This
Is sacred ground built on the foundation of Jeduss€Cand we are gaining
momentum every day. Great things, like this chuhave a way of building
and gaining momentum. They tend to take on alifdaeir own.

Speaking of taking on a life of its own, there isian in Michigan
who knows how things can build up over time. Rob&mranen was looking
through a box in his attic when he noticed a bobke name of the book
was Prince of Egypt. You might say to yourselfigBeal! It's just a
book.” Well, this was no ordinary book. This bos&s had a 47-year late
fee attached to it! Robert had checked the bookbhis school library
when he was in the ninth grade, only to lose thakbd'he book, with its
last due date stamped June 2, 1960, was part &ddamation with Egypt.
As you can imagine, the late fee was sizeable 74 8P! But sure enough,
Robert Nuranen went to the school librarian and pés late fee. Sue
Zubiena, the librarian, said, “I'm going to us@a# an example. It's never
too late to return your books.”
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The idea of paying a $171 late fee is not all Hpgiealing, but you see
how a little thing can become a Big Thing. | haeeved four different
churches now as a pastor and all four of thesecblesy ours included, have
one thing in common: momentum. Now there is pesithomentum and
negative momentum. Let me put it to you this wayrches that pray,
study the Bible together regularly, and understaiatithe foundation of the
church is Jesus Christ have positive momentum ama.gChurches that
don’t take seriously prayer, living out of the WarflGod, and
understanding Jesus Christ as the cornerstonenegative momentum and
do not grow. Let me tell you something about diiarch. We take prayer
seriously, we believe in the authority of scriptlaad we know who our
foundation is built upon.

The church at Corinth needed to be reminded tlsasJEhrist is the
cornerstone — the foundation. Paul made surdhibgtunderstood that they
were not worshipping him or any other teacher atga The church, at
least in Paul’'s mind, could be compared to a fidiek said, “For we are
God’s servants, working together; you are God'slfi&od’s building.”

There is a hymn in our hymnal entitled “We Are Theurch”. It's
kind of hokey and not really my favorite hymn, Ilo¢ words communicate
what a church should be:

“I am the church! You are the church! We aredherch together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yesewe the church
together! The church is not a building, the chuschot a steeple, the
church is not a resting place, the church is a lgedfye’re many
kinds of people, with many kinds of faces, all esland all ages, too,
from all times and places. Sometimes the churohaiching,
sometimes its bravely burning, sometimes its ridsametimes its
hiding, always its learning. And when the peoéhgr, there’s
singing and there’s praying, there’s laughing dreté’s crying
sometimes, all of it saying: ‘I am the church! Yane the church. We
are the church together! All who follow Jesusaatiund the world!
Yes, we're the church together!”

| love Paul's analogy of a field as the church. ave God's field and

in this field we have been given different respbitisies and tasks. One of
the dangers of understanding the church as aifi¢ddling into the trap of
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territories and boundaries. We can very easilyassthat this part of the
“field” is mine.

I'll never forget what happened one day in thehett at a church |
once served. We were having a big fund-raiseraetiand there was quite a
bit of activity in the kitchen area. It was crowid&ith people coming and
going. One of the ladies working in the kitchemldn't take all the
commotion and finally blurted out, “Alright! Eveosype get out of my
kitchen!” You could have heard a pin drop. | dedkny head and stared at
a green bean casserole on the counter as everl@helit of the kitchen.
The lady didn’t mean it. She really didn’t thirkat it was “her” kitchen, but
at the same time she did. She had worked in it@tdn for years and
served many meals to many different people on ndgfgrent occasions. It
was “her” kitchen. She took pride in it, and fbat she should be
commended. But where she went wrong was croskagrte between
taking pride in what really belonged to God anduasag complete
ownership. Needless to say, it took quite a windéore anyone volunteered
to have anything to do with the kitchen!

It's not just members of the congregation whoarity of this
kind of thing; pastors can fall into the same trdjne success of the church
Is measured not in lives that have been transforimetdn how many people
we had in our worship service last week. Instdaaffoming and praising
the work of the faithful members, sometimes pastoesincluded, look at
the church and wonder why we don’t do this or #rat point out every area
that needs attention. One of our members hadra/fiume about this kind of
thing. He said, “Some pastors think that Jesud $3eat my sheep’ instead
of ‘Feed my sheep.”™ | have certainly been gudfythat a time or two.

| think what we all need to hear today from Pauhet we are all
valuable members of the field and whether we aaatplg or watering; the
church should be the one place where we expergraoe and forgiveness
the most. Of all the organizations and groups meeagoart of, the church
should be on the top of the list as the one wheréasl most welcome and
comfortable, but often that is not the case. Miften than not we have
come to church with high expectations, only todtedbwn. We came
expecting everyone to get along and were disapgbwhen we realized
that is not always the case. We came expectingdl®r to be perfect, only
to realize that the he or she is far from it. Bestlo the same thing with the
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church. We want the perfect church that doesndtguxst as much as you
want the perfect pastor that doesn’t exist. Bdthsoare misguided.

We are co-workers isod’s field. The field is not always smooth and
sometimes there are disappointments, but it ibdse field that | know. Itis
the field of grace and forgiveness. It is thedief love and mercy. Itis a
field full of wonderful surprises. It is the fietaf salvation in Jesus Christ,
and whether we are planting like Paul or waterikg Apollos, we have the
privilege of serving in the greatest field of albid you hear me? We have
theprivilege of serving in this field called the church. Amddase no one
has told you lately, you are an important partheffield and without you
it's just not the same.

This last week we have begun emailing our membélsemail
addresses to provide more communication about isttging on at the
church. If you have an email address and woukltiikemail it to us, we
would gladly receive it and add you to our lists Awas entering in all the
email addresses into my email system, | made akastl added a letter to
one of the email addresses. When dealing with coenp one letter makes a
big difference. In this case it meant sendingraaikto a person who
doesn’t even belong to the church. This individerakiled me back after
receiving one of the emails sent to the whole gra@pmehow through the
email she got the idea that we were starting actawch. She typed the
following message: “Thank you for the email. Whiaid of church are you
starting anyway?”

| don’t know about you, but that question will staigh me for a long
time.
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