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One of the biggest misconceptions people have dbadus and
Moses leading the people through the wildernessaisthey were lost.
Some people believe that they wandered arounceiwilderness aimlessly
for 40 years because they didn’t know what theyevglering or where they
were going. When, in fact, God was directing titbewhole time. The
first verse in our text today states that the ertongregation of Israel
journeyed by stages, as commanded by the Lords jdarney through the
wilderness had purpose. It was not as if Godwastted the people to
struggle for 40 years in the wilderness. God watiiem to learn and grow
in their journey from Egypt to the Promised Larkks many of you well
know, growth takes place in stages. While God @veecting this journey, it
is still true that the journey was difficult anddhiéss share of ups and downs.

Several years ago | went to Six Flags with a grivepDawson
church. We arrived at the park just as it opematispent the entire day
riding rides and having a good time. | am notradaroller coasters, so
when the group decided to ride a big roller coastesit on a bench and
waited. | actually enjoyed sitting on the benchéese it gave me a chance
to people watch. As our group waited in line tderiThe Titan, | walked
over to another ride and watched the people asdhiey their seats and
buckled up. It was the Conquistador. This isship ride that goes up and
down and makes you feel like your stomach is soneegvin California
when you are done. | have actually ridden this bhdfore and | don't like it
much more than | like roller coasters! There wétla girl riding the
Conquistador that day and as the ride startedstallasmiles and laughter.
But then as the ship went higher and higher anérasd faster, her smile
turned into a look of panic and fear. She screariad me off of this
thing! | want to get off! Stop the ride! Stopethde!” Unfortunately for
her, there was no way to stop the momentum ofhiipe ©Once she buckled
herself in on the ride she was on for good — fatelber worse.

| can’t help but think that the Israelites had $laene reaction in the
wilderness. Yes, they had witnessed some amalzings, not the least of
which is the parting of the Red Sea. God had pexVifor them over and
over again, but now they were far along in thepeyrand were without
enough water. Like the little girl on the rideSax Flags, they began to say
to Moses, “Stop the ride! Stop the ride! Let fighis thing! Why did you
bring us out of Egypt to let us die of thirst irrtilderness?” To put it
simply, the people were whining and complaining.
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There is a story about a cowboy who was driving mavdirt road
with his dog riding in the back of his pickup and faithful horse in the
trailer behind. He failed to negotiate a curve had a bad accident. A few
minutes after the accident a highway patrol offcame on the scene. An
animal lover, he saw the horse first. Realizingydbrious nature of the
horse’s injuries, he pulled out his pistol and gt animal out of his misery.
He walked around the other side of the accidentfamad the dog. The dog
was critically injured and the officer couldn’t lvea hear him crying out in
pain. So he ended the dog’s suffering as welhalii, the officer located
the cowboy. The cowboy had suffered multiple fuaes and was off in the
weeds. The officer asked the cowboy, “Hey, are giay?” The cowboy
took one look at the smoking revolver in the tratgphands and quickly
replied, “Never felt better!”

There’s another story about a monk who joined aastary and took
a vow of silence. After the first ten years hipetior called him in and
asked, “Do you have anything to say?” The monkedp“Food bad.”
After another ten years the monk again had the roypity to voice his
thoughts. He said, “Bed hard.” Another ten yeeest by and again he was
called in before his superior. When asked if he dnaything to say, he
responded, “I quit.” His superior responded, ‘bedn’t surprise me a bit.
You’ve done nothing but complain ever since youlgge!”

Anyone here ever whined and complained about amythiYou know
it’s not fun to be around people who constantly ptzam. It can literally
suck the life right out of you. Just imagine Hdd started this sermon off by
saying something like this: “I'm tired today. lud have stayed in bed
because my head hurts and it has been a long viBaskdes that | really
didn’t like my breakfast today. Yes, | cooked yself but | didn't like it.
The pancake mix didn’t mix well and the syrup tdsadittle bit different.
And | haven’t even mentioned the coffee. Sometisngrong with my
coffee maker. It takes forever to make a pot dfieed Then when | got to
church today someone had parked where | normaitks. pakay let’'s open
our Bibles and turn to Exodus...” Needless to dagt would not be the
best approach to get you engaged in this sermamai@n’t we all whiners
and complainers to some degree? We would not imahuf we didn’t have
something or someone to complain about, but themees a point where
enough is enough.

If you have ever been in any kind of leadershigtmmsthen you
know what it’s like to have people standing at ydaor complaining.
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Never mind that you have nothing at all to do with complaint or issue,
you just have a target on your back that says,dakhlyour problems here!”
After a while it can really get to you.

Moses had a big target on his back and the peogie taking target
practice that day. Whining to Moses was in seaddre people said to
Moses, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said tanthéWhy do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” The peopspomded, “Why did you
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our childrand livestock with thirst?”
Suddenly, the people had projected all of theib@mms on Moses.

Can anyone here identify with Moses? | can’t idgnwith Moses in
a lot of different areas. | have never stared davharaoh. | have never
walked down a mountain with the Ten Commandmenmig,| dave sure
enough never parted a sea. But | have had peapie groblems on me and
expect me to snap my fingers and make everythitigheSo in that one
area | can relate to Moses. | have learned thagleepastor opens you up
to all kinds of praise and criticism. People eittienk you are the greatest
thing since sliced bread or that you are a bumbtig who doesn’t have a
clue. There’s generally not much in between. elity, most pastors fall
somewhere in between the greatest thing sincedstiead and a bumbling
idiot. That's another way of saying, leaders stawdt take too much credit
when things go well because they are not totapeoesible for the success,
and they shouldn’t take all the blame when thingg'tdgo well because
chances are they are not solely responsible.

Moses realized that he was in a no-win situatigie. was thirsty just
like everyone else, but he knew that he alone cootdring forth the much-
needed water. So Moses did what most of us stdmild times like these
but very often do not — he called on God for helpfriend of mine told me
a story about a lady in his church who worked faraaketing company.
She spent most of her day answering the 800-nufobére company. This
one particular Monday the phone was ringing offltbek. She had two or
three calls at one time and was having to put geoplhold. She would say,
“Good morning, may | put you on hold?” and thenvesisthe other line. By
the end of the day she was so rattled she answetrall by saying, “Hold
me!” She meant to say, “Hold please,” but herggaidl, “Hold me.” In
other words, “Someone help me!”

Moses said to God, “What shall | do with these pe®pThey are
almost ready to stone me.” Some of us might seseldlaesponse as a sign
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of weakness, but | see his response as a sigis giéatness. | believe this
was one of Moses’ finest moments. Moses had soga ghoments in his
life but this one sticks out for me. He knew thatwas nothing without God
and he called on God in one of his most trying maoisie

Moses knew his limitations and he knew who to callwvhen things
got rough. God said to Moses, “Go on ahead op#duaple, and take some of
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hane $taff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing therdront of you on the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come outtp$o that the people may
drink.”

| think God’s response to Moses is fascinating. did@’'t say, “No
problem, I'll take care of it” or “Get over it Mosé&or “Let’s think about
this for a minute Moses.” Instead, he told Mosegd on ahead of the
people. To be a good leader of any organizatiagraup of people very
often you have to go ahead of those you are leadivan when you are not
totally sure of your destination. That may be ohthe hardest lessons for
leaders to learn. If you always stay where theonitgjwants to stay for
comfort sake you will not get anywhere. The waéhngtg Moses could have
done would have been to form a committee to tatiualwhy they didn’t
have enough water. He then could have brokergtioaip into a study
committee to evaluate possible alternatives andrtdgack to the group
later. But that wouldn’t have solved the problefhey would have still
been thirsty and would have been even more agitdikases needed to get
moving and go where God told him to go without sgehe big picture in
advance.

| love to go to Red River, New Mexico. Itis a bahul place to visit
and have a relaxing vacation. | remember thetimst | went to Red River.
We had been driving all day and were ready to gebbthe car. We had
been winding our way through the mountains and Wwergnning to wonder
if we had taken a wrong turn. With each curvehm tountain road |
thought to myself, “This next curve has to be ithis went on for quite
some time and then out of nowhere, around the BedRiver appeared --
this beautiful town tucked between the mountainghawalley.

That is what it is like for us at times spirituallyVe are traveling
down this road and that road wondering if we reatly headed in the right
direction, and then without warning, God appearsiamot only with us,
but is out in front of us. Did you notice the ardé¢ our story? God is out in
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front with Moses and the other elders behind, &ed tome the rest of the
people. God, the source of life and in this caatew s at the forefront
ready to provide for his children as long as thdyfallow. | believe it's

very important for you and me to remember that Saalir one true leader
and that if we are not following him we are bouadtruggle. Let's be
honest, sometimes it’s not all that clear where Gddading us. Sometimes
it feels like we are throwing a bunch of stuff upawall to see if any of it
sticks, but at the end of the day, we know thatwveeguided by the Spirit
and just as Moses and the people were obedientdés @all and direction,
SO too do we need to be obedient.

All of us in one way or another are followers. W¥@ght be leaders at
certain times in our lives and in certain settirigg, we are ultimately all
followers of Jesus. There is a story about a yomaghan who wanted to go
to college. Her heart sank as she read the gnestiche application that
asked, “Are you a leader?” Being honest abowshi¢, wrote, “No,” and
returned the application, expecting the worst.

Much to her surprise, she later received a lettanfthe college that
read: “Dear Applicant: A study of the applicatianrhs reveals that this year
our college will have 1,452 new leaders. We apepiing you because we
feel it is imperative that they have at least aiver.”

Whether we are called to lead like Moses or folldw the rest of the
people, one thing is for sure — it is God who &dieg us and we are called
to be obedient in whatever role God has given add’s kingdom.
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